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House closing: Sister Germaine Paider stands in front of the convent area of the House of Prayer in Robinsonville. 


Sisters to leave their House 

After 120 years, all but House of Prayer’s shrine will close 


“I thought I’d be a teacher all my life. I never expected to 
be able to work in other areas.’ 

— Sister Germaine Paider 


By Lois Kerin 

Press-Gazette 

What the Peshtigo fire of Oct. 8.1871. 
and the flu epidemic of 1890 failed to do. 
the economy and the lack of staff has 
done. 

It has forced the closing of the House 
of Prayer in Robinsonville near Bay 
Settlement. 

Nine cloistered nuns from Grand 
Rapids. Mich., will establish a new Car¬ 
mel later this fall and will use the Ro¬ 
binsonville buildings. 

The chapel shrine, ow’ned by the 
Green Bay Catholic Diocese, will con¬ 
tinue to be open daily for prayer. 

Its story begins Jan. 30. 1831. when 
Marie Adele Joseph Brice was born in 
Belgium. She migrated to the United 
States with her family in 1853. 

Two years later, her parents. Lam¬ 
bert and Katherine Brice, bought 240 
acres of land in the town of Red River 
in northwestern Kewaunee County. 

Three apparitions of the Blessed Vir¬ 
gin appeared to Adele Brice beginning 
in 1858. according to a history by the 
late Sister Pauline LaPlant. 

The Blessed Virgin asked Adele to 
teach children their catechism. "Other¬ 
wise they will lose their faith." she is re¬ 
ported to have said. 

Shortly afterwards. Adele’s father 
built a little log chapel near the place of 
the apparitions. 

Adele assumed the role entrusted to 
her. going on foot through the woods as 
far north as Little Sturgeon, some 50 
miles from her home. 

In 1865. the Rev. Philip Crud was ap¬ 
pointed pastor of the Belgian colony. 
He w'as so impressed with Adele’s sin¬ 
cerity and with the success of her work 
that he advised her to encourage others 


to share her labors. 

Crud urged her to appeal for funds to 
build a convent and school where chil¬ 
dren could come to her for instruction. 
This would allow her to conserve her 
own health and strength. She begged 
farmers for meat, vegetables and grain, 
often accompanied by her father. 

The new school was in operation 
sometime betw'een 1867 and 1868. (In 
1864. a group of Franciscan tertiaries. 
lay women w ho follow Franciscan rule, 
began their convent life in a farmhouse 
not far from the chapel.) 

Sister Germaine Paider, administra¬ 
tor at the House of Prayer, said the 
boarding school opened in 1869 and 
w’as known as St. Mary's Academy. 

"It was the second academy in the 
Green Bay diocese." she said. 

In 1880. a brick chapel was built, fol¬ 
lowed five years later bv the brick con¬ 
vent and school, w’hich have been used 
since. Classrooms were on the first 
floor, dormitories on the second. 

The Sisters were called "Sisters of 
Good Health" but it is not known 
whether this title was of their own 
choosing or given them by popular ac¬ 
claim. 

They belonged to no religious order 
or congregation. They adopted a dis¬ 
tinctive religious habit, took no vows, 
retained their property and indepen¬ 
dence. and therefore were free to leave 


when they so desired. 

Sister Adele faced persecution, hu¬ 
miliation and misunderstanding during 
her mission. 

She also had to deal with Joseph 
Rene Vilatte. a member of a heretical 
sect who established himself at nearby 
Duvall and worked into Door County. 
He managed to win the affection of 
many Catholic families. 

To combat the heresy. Bishop 
Messmer of Green Bay solicited the 
help of the Canons of Premontre from 
the Abbey of Berne. Holland. In No¬ 
vember 1893. the Rev. Bernard Pen- 
nings. the Rev. Lambert Broensand 
Brother Servatius Heesackers landed 
in Delwiche. the heart of the troubled 
district. This w’as the humble beginning 
of the Norbertine Order in .America. 

Sister Adele died July 5. 1896. at the 
chapel. Six years later, the tertiaries 
were taken into the Community of 
Franciscan Sisters at Bay Settlement. 
The chapel, the convent and school in 
Robinsonville were entrusted to them. 

Sister Pauline succeeded Sister 
Adele. When she took over, there was 
42 cents in the treasury. 

In 1933. the brick convent and school 
was remodeled as a home for crippled 
children. The facility also served as an 
orphanage. 

In 1941, the cornerstone of the fourth 
and present chapel w’as laid. It was ded¬ 


icated July 12. 1942. under the title of 
Our Lady of Good Help. 

The next step was the conversion of 
the chapel school into a pre-novitiate 
high school for the Sisters of St. Fran¬ 
cis of Bay Settlement. The chapel con¬ 
vent and school became a house of 
prayer for clergy, religious and laitv in 
197n 

Bittersweet celebrations have been 
taking place since the clo.sing of the 
House of Prayer was announced. 

Sister Germaineand Sister Carlotta 
Ullmer. the only two people living at 
the House of Prayer, hosted a picnic for 
a Tuesday mass group, and served mem¬ 
orabilia along w’ith finger foods. 

The sisters are moving, recalling no¬ 
vitiate volleyball games as they choose 
the furnishings they wi 11 need and 
make arrangements for the disposal of 
the rest. 

They are sad. but welcoming future 
challenges nonetheless. 

Sister Carlotta is the social justice 
coordinator for the Sisters of St. Fran¬ 
cis at Bay Settlement. 

Sister Germaine will make her home 
with Grace Madigun as a caregiver. 
She will continue to conduct grief 
counseling sessions, and to teach Chai 
Yong. a middle-aged Hmong woman. 
She is also a peer counselor for the 
Brow’n County Commission on Aging. 

"I thought I’d be a teacher all my 
life." Sister Germaine said. ”1 never ex¬ 
pected to be able to work in other ar- 

M 

eas. 

She is one of three members of her 
family to choose religious life. Her sis¬ 
ter. Sister Hermana. lives at the Bay 
Settlement convent. A brother, the 
Rev. Roger Paider. a Norbertine. died 
in 1985. 













